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Have you ever wondered, “Why should | cast
a vote? It won’t make any difference.”

Yes, your vote does make a difference. You
have power if you VOTE!

Those whom we elect to public office make
choices that affect many aspects of our lives.
When you participate in the election process,
you help determine who decides how much
money our cities spend on trash pick-up, safe
water, summer pools, recreational centers
and educating our children. Voting also helps
determine how Ohio’s state government spends
money on schools and how the federal tax
system works.

Many people, from the Founding Fathers, to
Women’s Suffragists, to the participants in the
civil rights movement, fought tirelessly to earn
the right to vote. When you vote you speak in
a democracy. Voting is one key way to have a
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You ARe ELigiBLE TO VOTE IF You MEET
THESE REQUIREMENTS:
e You are a citizen of the United States;

* You will be at least 18 years old on or before
the day of the general election;

* You will be a resident of Ohio for at least 30
days immediately before the election for which
you are registering;

e You are not incarcerated (in prison) for a
felony conviction under the laws of this state,
another state, or the U.S. (Even if you have
been convicted of a felony, as long as you
are currently not incarcerated you can vote in
Ohio if you meet the other requirements);

¢ You have not been declared incompetent for
voting purposes by a probate court;

* You have not been permanently denied the
right to vote for criminal violations of election
laws; and

* You are currently registered to vote.
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Why SHouLp | CHECk MY REGISTRATION
BerFore VoTING?

It's a good idea for voters to make sure they are
registered before an election by making sure all
of the information in the county board of elections’
records is correct. Remember, any corrections or
new registrations need to be submitted at least
30 days before the election to vote a regular
ballot. Voters should give themselves ample
time in case another registration is necessary.
A voter may check his or her registration
on the Ohio secretary of state’s Web site:
www.sos.state.oh.us.

Or, a voter may contact his or her county board
of elections to check on registration status.

SOS 2217 (01/09)
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JENNIFER BRUNNER
OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE

180 E. Broad Street, 15th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215 USA
Web Site: www.sos.state.oh.us
E-mail: vri@sos.state.oh.us
(877) VOTE-VRI

VOTING RIGHTS

I NSTITUTE
Ohio Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner
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