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Restrictive, anti-transgender bathrooms bills have been advanced in states across
the country, shutting transgender people out of safe access to public restrooms, which
in turn makes it difficult for many to participate in public life. Ohio is no stranger

to this trend. Last year, the Ohio General Assembly passed SB 104, which prohibits
transgender people from using restrooms aligned with their gender identity in K-12
schools and institutions of higher education.

This troublesome situation is already worsening amid the issuance of multiple federal
executive orders that attempt to impose discriminatory anti-transgender bathroom
bans at schools, for federal workers, and on federal property.

Municipalities can respond to these attacks on safe restroom access for transgender
people by making all public single-occupancy bathrooms gender neutral. Single-
occupancy bathrooms are defined as a bathroom that has no more than one toilet, one
sink, a urinal, and a door that locks.

This is a low-cost policy change that would require city-owned single-occupancy
restrooms and single-occupancy restrooms in privately-owned public establishments
simply to change current gendered signage to gender-neutral signage. This policy
would not affect multi-stall shared restroom facilities.

Single-occupancy bathroom ordinances ensure public facilities are safe and accessible
for everyone - including transgender and gender nonconforming people. They also
benefit people with disabilities, who may require the assistance of an aid or caretaker
in the restroom; caretakers and parents, who need to accompany young children to the
restroom; and anyone who has waited in line for a single-stall gendered restroom when
a single-stall restroom marked for another gender was unoccupied.

Single-occupancy restroom ordinances are not a new or radical idea. Cities across
the country have implemented these policies including Austin in 2014 and Atlanta in
2021. Here in Ohio, Cincinnati City Council unanimously passed a single-occupancy
restroom ordinance in September of 2021.



https://services.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=223869#:~:text=(A)%20A%20single%2Duser,for%20each%20single%2Duser%20restroom.&text=%C3%82%C2%A7%204%2D16%2D4%20OFFENSE%20AND%20PENALTY
https://citycouncil.atlantaga.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6949/637598679852100000
https://www.wvxu.org/local-news/2021-09-01/public-single-stall-bathrooms-in-cincinnati-can-no-longer-be-restricted-by-gender
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These ordinances are not only common sense, but they also are explicitly allowed
under Ohio law. This policy specifically complies with Ohio Building Code Section

2902.1.2: "Single-user toilet and bathing rooms, and family or assisted-use toilet rooms
and bathing rooms shall be identified as being available for use for use by all persons
regardless of their sex.” SB 104 itself explicitly allows for single-occupancy restrooms
to be gender-neutral as well, which illustrates how non-politicized this issue is.

At a time when attacks from the federal and state level are mounting, local elected
leaders are looking for concrete ways to protect their residents from this gross
overreach. While there is no panacea to stop this flood of harmful policies targeting
transgender people, disabled people, and others, adopting this ordinance is at least
one surefire way to make our communities more accessible for everyone.

Not only are local advocacy efforts important for protecting residents of our
communities, but we also believe they are a vital part of building power at the local
level to defend not just our civil rights and liberties but democracyj, itself.

We at the ACLU of Ohio are eager to work with municipalities on important local
policies including this one. If you're interesting in working on a local policy, reach
out to Sean McCann at SMcCann@acluohio.org.



https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/OHBC2024P1/chapter-29-plumbing-systems#OHBC2024P1_Ch29_Sec2901
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/OHBC2024P1/chapter-29-plumbing-systems#OHBC2024P1_Ch29_Sec2901
mailto:mailto:%20SMcCann%40acluohio.org?subject=

