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March 30, 2026

Sent via email to N

Re: Participation in ICE’s 287(g) Agreements and Detention
Contracts Hurts Those You Serve

Dear [N

We write to urge you to reconsider your partnership with Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) in its dangerous, indiscriminate deportation drive.
If you are receiving this letter, it is because the ||| GGG

has at least one type of active 287(g) agreement, jail bed space or jail transport
services contract with ICE and/ or the US Marshals Service (USMS), which
poses serious risks to your community and municipality.

287(g) agreements create partnerships between Department of Homeland
Security and state and local governments—allowing for some level of
immigration enforcement by local law enforcement. Additionally, there are
other means of cooperating with ICE—contracts with the U.S. Marshals Service
increasingly include riders for jail space and transportation of ICE detainees.
These riders allow ICE to have access to at least 1,272 jail beds across Ohio, as

well as, a variety of transportation services—diverting local resources to benefit
ICE.

Participating in ICE’s 287(g) program or entering into other agreements that
benefit ICE is harmful to public safety, community trust and your agency’s
mission. It has also never been more dangerous from the perspective of legal
liability and potential cost to taxpayers. We write to share the risks and ask
that you reconsider your agency’s current level of cooperation with ICE.

I. Partnering with ICE Undermines Public Safety and Community Trust

Across the country, masked ICE agents are forcing people into unmarked cars
and refusing to identify themselves, leading to the appearance of kidnappings in



communities.’® Federal agents have used explosives to blow the door off a home with children
inside, shoot pepper spray at toddlers and infants, and zip-tied children.’ They are arresting parents
and teachers in front of children, entering daycares armed, and even deploying tear gas near
elementary schools.’® These abuses are happening in front of grocery stores, Home Depots, and
suburban streets — where agents inspire fear and traumatize children and others who witness their
actions. Right here in Ohio, there have been reports of ICE agents pepper spraying individuals
while in their vehicles.>

Additionally, there has been nationwide concern about properly vetting ICE agents during the
hiring process and ensuring appropriate employee conduct. Recently uncovered ICE emails
highlighted stalled background checks nationwide.®® In December 2025, an ICE agent in
Cincinnati was arrested on criminal and federal charges. Allegedly, the Cincinnati Police
Department had been called to his two residences over twenty times in under two years.°!

Joining ICE’s 287(g) program and/or cooperating via shared jail space and transportation
services associates the Butler County Commissioners with these unprofessional and abusive
tactics, which have inspired fear and concern among Americans of many political stripes.

Through our research, we found that the number of counties with immigration-related contracts
and 287(g) agreements in Ohio has increased exponentially. At the end of 2025, 1,618,470 people
(13.7% of the population) lived in an Ohio county where the sheriff and/or police department(s)
had a 287(g) agreement. Similarly, from 2024 to the end of 2025, the number of jail bed space
and/or transportation agreements rose from two to six.
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II.  Partnering with ICE Exposes Your Agency to Legal Violations and Lawsuits

Entering into any partnership with ICE exposes you to serious risk of lawsuits and money damages.
As the attorney general of New Mexico’s guidance warns, “[c]hoosing to enforce federal law can
expose local law enforcement departments and officers to civil liability.”®> When agencies agree
to participate in 287(g) contracts, there is a false sense of total immunity imparted on local law
enforcement officers. This can have direct financial consequences for your community and
municipality. When local police become embroiled in lawsuits pertaining to use of excessive
force, racial profiling, and other civil rights violations, it is not the federal government who
is held responsible for monetary damages—it is the local participating agency.

Localities have faced lawsuits and reached settlement agreements costing them thousands and even
millions — for example, $92.5 million in a class action settlement in New York for people held
unlawfully based on ICE detainers.53%* It is true that the Immigration and Nationality Act provides
that 287(g)-designated officers are treated the same as federal officers for purposes of liability and
immunity.®> While the existence of a 287(g) agreement may change some of the dynamics of
potential litigation, the bottom line remains the same: If a state or local officer acts as an arm of
ICE, they expose their agency to costly litigation. A city or county remains vulnerable to money
damages claims under the federal Civil Rights Act of 1871, 8 U.S.C. § 1983 for violations of
constitutional rights that can be traced to the municipality’s actions, policy, custom, or failure to
train or supervise.%

The proliferation of ICE’s programs and partnerships does nothing to improve public safety or
protect your community, and they betray the best of this nation’s values. We urge you and your
legal counsel to review this letter and to rescind or choose to not renew any and all current
contractual engagements with ICE.
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We appreciate your careful consideration regarding this matter. We implore you to reconsider your
current level of partnership with ICE.

Sincerely,

YA

Jocelyn Rosnick, Esq.
Chief Policy & Advocacy Officer
ACLU of Ohio





