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United States District Court,
N. D. Ohio.

Feb. 28, 1975.
Order of Judgment March 12, 1979.

Following settlement of civil damage
actions arising out of Kent State University
shootings of May 1970, issue arose as to
return of discovery materials. The District
Court, William K. Thomas, Senior Distriet
Judge, held that: (1) June 1976 protective
order, which directed that testimony given
and materials produced on discovery were
to remain sole property of the person testi-
fying or producing them, was not to be
extended beyond termination of the litiga-
tion; (2) even absent good cause, denial of
motion for full return could be conditioned
on such terms and conditions as were just;
(8) transeripts of grand jury testimony were
to be returned as were National Guard
“001” personnel files; (4) names of witness-
es, investigating officers and third parties
were to be redacted from other matters
before they passed into public domain; and
(5) nonwitness materials obtained from
government agencies could be released to
the public domain as there was no ongoing
investigation and release would not reveal
any sensitive law enforcement materials or
compromise law enforcement activities.

Return ordered and pardon denied in
part.

Affirmed, 8 Cir., 671 F.2d 212.
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1. Records &=32

Protective order, as issued in connec-
tion with discovery in the May 1970 Kent
State University shootings, directing that
all testimony given and material produced
on discovery remained sole property of the
person testifying or producing it was not to
extend beyond termination of litigation and
a person testifying or producing such mate-
rials had no property interest therein and
was not entitled to ban use of material by
withholding permission. Fed.Rules Civ.
Proc. Rule 26(c), 28 U.S.C.A.

2. Records ¢=32

A person compelled to testify as 2 pub-
lie duty possesses no private property inter-
est in the testimony he gives and the testi-
mony hecomes part of the public domain.

3. Records =32

A right of privacy but not a property
interest existed for those persons whose
names appear in statements that constitute
discovery materials but which had not yet
become part of the public domain.

4. Federal Civil Procedure e=1271
Plaintiffs in civil damages action had
standing to move for vacation of protective
discovery order in that they faced sufficient
possible injury in faet thai might result
from disposition of the discovery materials
adverse to a possible interest of each party.
Ted Rules Civ.Proe. Rule 26(c), 28 U.S.C.A.

5. Federal Civil Procedure e=1623

Civil defendants had not waived their
right to seek return of discovery matter, as
furnished pursuant to distriet court’s “open
file” diseovery policy, by not seeking return
orders until after settlement, especially as
the court gave plaintiffs no reason to infer
or~Guspect that the parties had carte
blanche to disseminate the discovered mate-
rials to the public domain and question of
disposition of such materials at close of the
case was not raised by the parties or men-
tioned by the court, notwithstanding al-
legedly wide dissemination of materials due
to pumber and scattered locales of counsel
who assisted plaintiffs. Fed.Rules Civ.Proc.
Rule 26(c), 28 U.S.C.A.

6. Federal Civil Procedure <=1271

District court has authority to issue a
protective order controlling disposition of
diseovery materials after a party has ac-~
quired the materials, as weil as fixing and
controlling the conditions under which dis-
covery may be obtained in the first in-
stance. -Fed.Rules Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c), 28
Us.CA :

7. Federal Civil Procedure s=1271
Although a party seeking a protective
order, including an order controlling dispe-
sition of discovery materials after another
party had acquired such materials, may fail
to show “good cause,” the court may none-
theless allow for use of the discovered ma-
terials on such terms and conditions as are
just. Fed.Rules Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c), 23
USCA. .

8. Federal Civil Procedure s=1623 B

Factors considered in determining
whether there was good cause to order re-
turn of a particular block of discovery ma-
teriais were the same as the factors con-
sidered in determining whether any relief
short of retwrn was to be ordersed. Fed.
Rules Civ.Proe. Rule 26(c), 28 U.S.C.A. - -

9. Federa] Civil Procedure &=1623
Although discovery materials were not
and had not been part of the official court
records open to the public, such materials
were in constructive custody of the court
for purpose of protective order banning
publication of such materials by the party
in possession as they were obtained threugh
discovery granted under district courts
uopen {ile” discovery policy and thus were
deemed subject to the court’s orders. Fed.
Rules Civ.Proc, Rule 26(c), 28 US.C.A.

10. Federal Civil Procedure e=411

The court has inherent power over its
own process to prevent abuses, oppression
and injustices.

11. Records =32

Although discovery materials in hands
of a party pursuant to court’s “open file”
discovery policy were in constructive custo-
dy of the court for purpese of protective
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order banning publication, such discovery
materials would only be part of the official
court records open to the public to the
extent they entered the public domain and
only the latter materials would be subject
to the common-law right to inspect and

copy.

12. Federal Civil Procedure «==1623

Laudable as it may have been in pre-
paratory stage of civil damage litigation,
distriet court’s “open file™ discovery poliey
was not intended to serve as a vehicle to
enlarge the public domain and in determin-
ing which discovery material that had not
already passed into the public domain was
to be returned to the party from which it
was obtained the district court was to con-
sider First Amendment interest as well as
other pertinent constitutional and public
policy principles and would consider each
unit of materials separately. Fed.Rules
Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c), 28 US.CA.; US.CA.
Const.Amend. 1.

13. Grand Jury =41 . ,

Any First Amendment interest in re-
leasing to the public domain testimony giv-
en before federal grand jury by parties to
related civil litigation, with plaintiffs grant-
ed zceess to defendants’ grand jury testimo-
ny after it was learned that defendants had
in their possession transeripts of plaintiff’s
testimony, was overridden by policy of
maintaining continuing secrecy of grand
jury proceedings and such transcripts were
ordered returned to the federal prosecutor.
Fed.Rules Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c), 28 US.C.A,;
Ohio Rules Crim.Proc., Rule 6E); Ohio R.C.
§ 2303.09; US.C.A.Const.Amend. 1.

14. Grand Jury e=41

Since order enforcing subpoena duces
tecum was not directed to grand jury testi-
mony but referred to discovery of decumen-
tary evidence, order enforcing subpoena,
which also sought witness’ testimony, was
not authority for proposition that secrecy
had been waived with reference to witness
testimony and since grand jury report did
not disclose identity of witnesses or quote
any testimony, grand jury secrecy overrode
any PFirst Amendment interest in “unfet-

tered expression” and, thus, parties were to
return all copies of the state grand jury
testimony to clerk of eourt. Fed.Rules Civ.
Proc. Rule 26(c), 28 U.B.C.A.; Ohio Rules
Crim.Proc., Rule &E); Ohio R.C. § 2303.09;
U.8.C.A.Const.Amend. 1.

15. Records &=32

Requests of United States attorney for
return of FBI material, specificaily FBI
“302"” interview reports, obtained on dis-
covery by civil plaintiffs was treated as a
request for a protective order and although
burden of showing good cause for return
had not been met, such matter could be
released to the public domain only on dele-
tion of names of third parties, witnesses,
FBI agents and other names appearing
therein. Fed.Rules Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c), 28
USCA; 5 USCA. §5520b); US.CA.
Const.Amend. 1.

16. Federal Civil Procedure e=2736

Expense of returning discovery materi-
al at end of civil damage litigation arising
out of Kent State University shootings was
borne thusly: cost of returning grand jury
testimony and Ohio Naticnal Guard “201’s”
personnel files of defendant guardsmen was
to be borre by the parties who had such
materials, while redaction of individual
names was best handled by original custo-
dian of interview reports or witness state-
ments and, thus, government custodians
were directed to bear cost of deleting all
third-party names from witness statements
or interview reports. Fed.Rules Civ.Proc.
Rule 26(c), 28 US.C.A.

17. Records &=32

Ohio National Guardsmen sued in con-
nection with May 1970 Kent State Universi-
ty shootings had a right of privacy in the
National Guard “201's” personnel files,
which were ongoing files, and the priviiege
was not relaxed or modified by production
of such files under discovery subpoena and,
thus, all “201's” in possession or custody of
counsel for the parties to civil damage ac-
tion were ordered returned to the Guard at
the end of the litigation. ¥ed Rules Civ.
Proc. Rule 26(c), 28 US.C.A.
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18. Records &=32

Except for Ohio National Guard
“901’s” personnel files and setting apart
witness statements of the Guard zand Ohio
Highway Patrol for redaction of third-party
names, remaining Ohio National Guard and
Ohio Highway Patrol material produced on
discovery in civil damage actions arising out
of Kent State University shootings was or-
dered released to the public domain espe-
cially as such material did not reveal any
likelihood of ongoing investigation and did
not include a recording of law enforcement
policies, procedures or plans or any matter
of a senmsitive law enforcement nature.
Fed.Rules Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c), 28 U.S.C.A.

19. Records =32

Discovery materials subpoenaed from
Ohioc Bureau of Criminal Identification and
Investigation for use in civil damage ac-
tions based on May 1870 Kent State Univer-
sity shootings could pass into the public
domain at end of the litigation as there was
no indication of ongoing investigation and
release would not compromise any sensitive
matters of law enforcement, although wit-
ness statements were to be released from
protective order only after redaction of
names of witnesses, interviewing officers
and third parties. Fed.Rules Civ.Proc. Ruie
26{c), 28 U.B.C.A.

20. Records +=32

Discovery matter consisting of offlcer
duty reports and daily patroi, phone and
radio logs of Kent State University police
department at time of shootings at issue in
civil damage actions could be released to
the public domain as disclosure would not
compromise any police procedures, tactical
orders or law enforcement policies and
there. was no ongoing investigation, and
although department did not show good
eause for return, except in one instance, ail
witness statements, interview reports and
advice of rights acknowledgments could be
released only after redaction of names of
witnesses, interviewing officers and third
parties. FedRules Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c), 28
U.8.C.A.

21. Records =32

At conclusion of civil damage actions
arising out of May 1970 campus shootings,
Kent State University police department
was to release to the public domain dis-
covery matter consisting of statement enti-
tied “To Whom It May Coneern” after dele-
tion of the name of the person making the
statement but letter of maker’s parents
transmitting such statement, asked to be
treated as “confidential,” was not to be
released. Fed.Rules Civ.Proc. Rule 26(c}, 28
US.CA. ' :

22. Records =32

Discovery material consisting of  news-
paper clippings and photographs relating to
public scenes or investigatory photographs
of damage to property, which material had
been subpoenaed in connection with civil
damage actions arising out of May 1970
Kent State University shootings, were
deemed in the public domain, but a “line-
up” photograph was not to be released;
newspaper clippings were in the public do-
main when made part of the University
police department files. Fed.Rules Civ.
Proe. Rule 26(c), 28 U.S.C.A. '

23. Records =32 o

Trial testimony of individuals whose
statements were included in statements or
interview reports given to federal or state
agents and obtained pursuant to discovery
request in civil damage litigation had en-
tered the publie domain, and statements of
such witnesses or interview reports cover-
ing same subject matter were likewise de-
termined to have entered the public domain
and thus, witnesses’ names were not re-
quired to be redacted. Fed.Rules Civ.Proc.
Rule 26(c), 28 U.S.C.A.

24. Records =32

Where during criminai triai the court
sealed all depositions but thereafter “un-
sealed” them, effect of unsealing order and
of applicable civil rule was to treat the
depositions which were obtained as’ dis-
covery materials in related civil action as
part of the court’s public judicial records
and documents and common-law right to
inspect and copy such records was not con-
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ditioned on a need for it as evidenee in a
lawsuit, although the right of inspection
and copying was not absolute. Fed.Rules
Civ.Proc. Rules 6, 26{c), 28 U.S8.C.A.

25. Records =32

A deposition witness does not have a
property interest in his testimony that
would justify an order sealing the deposi-
tion subject to the deponent’s right to con-
trol use of his testimony but should a depo-
sition witness show that a particular por-
tion of a deposition, if placed in public
domain, would be used to gratify private
spite or promote pubiic scandal that portion
of the deposition may be sealed. Fed.Rules
Civ.Proc. Rule 28(c}, 28 US.C.A.; US.C.A
Const.Amend. 1.

26. Federal Civil Procedure <=1623

It was no ground for protective order,
ie. order prohibiting release inte public
domain of - discovery materials that had
been obtained in civil damage litigation,
that deposition contained hearsay answers
or answers whose relevancy or competency
might be suspect, as test of propriety of a
discovery deposition question or answer is
not admissibility at trial, nor is admissibility
at trial test for entry of depositions into the
public domain for purpose of protective or-
der seeking return of material but not for
purpose of any issue as to copyright law.
Fed Rules Civ.Proe. Rule 26(c), 28 U S.CA;
U8.C.A.Const.Amend. 1.

27. Records =32

Any person seeking o publicize deposi-
tion testimony acts without bemefit of the
privilege that attaches to publication of evi-
dence received at a public trial which be-
comes part of a trial record.

28, Records =32

For purpose of pretective order seekmg
return of discovery material obtained in
connection with civil damage actions arising
out of May 1970 Kent State University
shootings all photes produced by deposition
or irial subpoena were part of the public
domain, but rulings with respect to deposi-
tions applied only to those depositions filed

1. In September, 1979, Judge Young recused
himself from the second trial ordered by the

with the court or coples of depesitions in
custody of the parties and, s to remaining
depositions, each deponent could seek dele-
tion of any of his testimony which, if re-
leased, would be used to gratify private
spite or promote public scandal. Fed.Rules
Civ.Proc. Rule 26{c}, 28 U.S.C.A.; US.CA.
Const.Amend. 1.

Sanford Jay Rosen, Rosen, Remcho &
Henderson, S8an Francisco, Cal., Rees Davis,
Mansfield, Ohio, Nelson Karl, Cleveland,
Ohio, David Engdahl, Engdahl, Renzo &
Reed, P.C., Denver, Colo., Richard Larsen,
Bruce Ennis, Ameriean Civil Liberties Un-
ion, New York City, Steven Keller, ACLU
of Ohio, Columbus, Chio, Ellen S. Goid-
blatt, Landels, Ripley & Diamond, San
Franeisco, Cal., for plaintiffs.

Chester E. Finn, Estabrook, Finn &
McKee, Dayton, Ohio, Stephen T. Parisi,
Burke, Haber & Beriek, Cleveland, Ohio,
Charles E. Shanklin, George, Greek, King,
McMahon & McConnaughey, Michael R.
Szolosi, Richard A. Waltz, Asst. Attys. Gen.
of Ohio, Columbus, Ohio, Burt Fulton, Gal-
lagher, Sharp, Fulton, Norman & Moilison,
Cleveland, Ohio, Charles E. Brown, Crabbe,
Brown, Jones, Potts & Schmidt, Columbus,
Ohic, Patrick M. McLaughlin, Asst. U. S
Atty.,, U. 8 Dept. of Justice, Cleveland,
Ohio, John Plough, Portage County Prose-
cutor, Ravenna, Okio, for defendants.

MEMORANDUM AND ORDER

WILLIAM K. THOMAS, Senior District
Judge.

The 13 Kent State civil damage cases are
winding down. A Settlement and Dismissal
Order was entered by this court on January
4, 1979 listing the terms of the settlement.
When those terms are met, final entry in
each of the 13 cases, with certain jurisdie-
tion reserved, will be filed.

One of the reserved matters, the subject
of several post-settlement hearings, is the
motion of plaintiffs to amend and vacate a
protective order entered by the Honorable
Donald J. Young! The motion was made

Court of Appeals in Krause v. Rhodes, 570 F2d
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on June 27, 1978 and peremptorily denied
by this court on October 13, 1978 because of
the imminence of the second trial. The
motion to vacate the order was renewed on
January 8, 1979. The protective order of
June 24, 1976 directs in part:

ORDERED that all testimony given,
and all materials of every kind and de-
seription produced, on discovery in these
cases, are, and remain, the sole property
of the person testifying, or producing
such materials, Except as the same may
be offered in any future proceeding in
these cases, no use for any other purpose
whatsoever shall be made of any of such
testimony or materials that has not been
made a part of the record of the trial of
these causes without the express writien
permission of the person testifying or
producing such materials;

and it is

FURTHER ORDERED that none of
the parties hereto, or their counsel, who
have possession of any transcripts of such
testimony, or of any of such materials,
shall permit the same to be copied or used
by any person whatsoever without the
express written permission of the person
testifying or producing such material, ex-
cept for the purpose of offering or using
the same in any future proceedings in
these causes.?

11-3] It is concluded that the protective
order of June 24, 1976 should not be extend-
ed beyond the termination of this litigation.

563 (6th Cirv 1977). This judge was thereafter
appointed to conduct the second trial.

2. This order was appealed to the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals. On motion of plaintiff-ap-
pellants and appellant Peter Davies, the Court
of Appeals remanded the matters that make up
the appeals in the Court of Appeals, Case Nos.
7728317 and 3172. This remand returns the
jurisdiction over Judge Young’s order to this
court.

3. Biair v. United States, 250 U.S. 273, 281, 39
5.Ct. 468, 471, 63 L.Ed. 979 (1919), thus defines
the public duty of every citizen to testify in a
court proceeding:

. [T}t is clearly recognized that the giving
of testimony and the attendance upon court
or grand jury in order to testify are pubhc
duties which every person within the juris-
diction of the Government is bound to per-

A large quantity of discovery materials
obtained by each party noew fills storage
rooms of counsel for the parties. The exist-
ing protective order leaves the future use of
these materials to the “person testifying or
producing such material,” who must first
give “express written permission.” Giving
veto power over use of the material to the
witness or the producer of the material
1mpern'n551bly assumes a property interest
in the testimony or discovered material® It
is this court’s considered judgment that the
“person testifying or producing such mate-
riais” has no property interest in any of the
materials. Hence, such person is not enti-
tled to ban the use of the material by
withholding permission. Thus assessed, en-
foreement of this order should be terminat-
ed. It shall end contemporanecously with
orders making appropriate disposition of
the discovery materials.

Plaintiffs ask that this court vacate the
protective order and permit each of the
parties to make such disposition of the accu-
mulated discovery materials as each party
determines to be suitable, given the “histor-
ie” mature of the public event chronicled in
these materials. Plaintiffs indicate that
they are negetiating with Yale University
Library to turn over the materials in the
files of counsel for plaintiffs. Counsel for
plaintiffs state that they also have con-
sidered the possibility of turning over at
least some of these materials to the Ohio
Historical Society.

form upon being properly summoned, and for

performance of which he is entitled to no

further compensation than that which the

statutes provide. The personal sacrifice in-

volved is a part of the necessary contribution

of the individual to the weifare of the public.
A person compelied ta testify as a public duty
possesses no private property interest in the
testimony he gives, and the testimony becomes
part of the public domain. See United States v.
Mitchell, 386 F.Supp. 639, 642 (D.D.C.1975).
(Decided by Supreme Court sub nom. Nixon v.
Warner Communications, Inc., 435 U.S. 589, 98
5.Ct. 1306, 55 L.Ed.2d 570 (1978).

As to discovered materials not yet part of the
public domain, a right of privacy but not a
property interest, exists for those persons
whose names appear in statements.
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Defendant Guardsmen, Governor Rhodes,
and the Attorney General of Ohio request
return of the materials obtained from the
Ohio National Guard, Ohio Highway Patrol,
and the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identifica-
tion and Investigation (BCI). The United
States Attorney, whom the court has per-
mitted to intervene in the proceedings, asks
that this court order the return of not only
the Federal Grand Jury testimony but also
FBI interview reports secured by subpoena
from the United States Attorney and the
Department of Justice.

The prosecutor of Portage County, whom
the court has permitted to intervene in
these proceedings, requests that the testi-
mony of witnesses who appeared before the
Portage County (Ohio) Speeial Grand Juryt
and related grand jury materials be re-
turned to the Clerk of Courts of Portage
County from whom these materials were
obtained by subpoena duces tecum. Kent
State University through its counsel asks
for return of police radic logs, witness
statements and photographs subpoenaed
from the Kent State University Police De-
partment.

‘Deposition witnesses Ambler, et al. (five
in all), through Kent State University coun-
sel, who also represent them individually,
on April 24, 1975 were “granted leave to
file a motion concerning restrictions on the
use of depositions.” Their ensuing motion
with reference to the depositions led to
Judge Young’s oral protective order of Au-
gust 20, 1975 and the journalized protective
order of June 24, 1976. The Ambler depo-

4. As detailed in Hammond v. Brown, 323
F.Supp. 326 (N.D.Ohio), aff"d 450 F.2d 480 (6th
Cir. 1971), a special grand jury was impaneled
by the Portage County Common Pleas Court on
September 14, 1970 in coenection with the
events of May 14, 1970 in the city of Kent,
Ohio and on the campus of Kent State Univer-
sity. After taking the testimony of at least 200
witnesses, the special grand jury returned 30
indictments against 25 persons on October 15,
1970. These indictments included 43 state
criminal offenses,

In Hammond, this court denied the request of
plaintiffs to grant a permanent injunction
against the prosecution of the indictments,
Further concluding that the “report of the spe-
cial grand jury was issued iflegally and wholly

nents, here treated as intervenors, oppose
the vacation or modification of these orders.

[4] Counsel for Kent State University
and the Ambler deponents question the
standing of plaintiffs to move for a vaca-
tion of Judge Young's protective orders’
The original parties to these cases as well as
the intervening parties are each found to
face sufficient possible injury in fact that
might result from this court’s disposition of
the discovery materials adverse to a possi-
ble interest of each party to provide each of
these parties standing in a constitutional
sense. See Worth v. Selden, 422 U.S. 490,
498-502, 95 S.Ct. 2197, 2204-2207, 45
L.Ed.2d 343 (1975).

The several motions and requests are con-
sidered upon a record consisting in part of
testimony of Steven Keller, paralegal aide
for plaintiffs' counsel, who has been the
principal custodian of discovery materials in
the possession of the plaintiffs. This court,
at its request, personally inspected the ma-
terials obtained by plaintiffs from the State
of Ohio agencies, including the copies plain-
tiffs placed in the Kent State University
Library Archives. Briefs of counsel and
oral arguments have also been considered.

L

Al

(3] Plaintiffs raise first a timeliness ob-
jection to the requests for return of dis-
covery materials other than the federal
grand jury testimony.

without lawful authority,” and that “the report
irreparably injures ... the rights of the indict-
ed piaintiffs,” this court ordered Lucy S. De-
Leone, Clerk of Courts of Portage County, to
obliterate or physically remove and destroy the
“Report of the Special Grand Jury.”

5. Phaintiffs through their counsel Sanford J.
Rosen, assert they have adequate standing both
because they are affected by Judge Young’s
order and because of First Amendment inter-
ests in using the discovery materials. Plain-
tiffs” counsel also represents a Peter Davies, a
historian, and author who seeks to use the
materials. He previously moved to vacate
Judge Young's order, and thereafter, appealed
the denial of his motion.

55 *‘ﬁ AR
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Plaintiffs note that Judge Young issued
no order that materials obtained from a
government agency should be returned to
that agency upon the conclusion of the liti-
gation. Plaintiffs argue that it is now too
late for this court to issue such an order;
and in any event, this court could only do so
by issuing a protective order “for good
cause shown” pursuant to Rule 26(C) of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

Plaintiffs, who obtained these discovery
materials only because of Judge Youngs
“open file” discovery policy ® will not now
be heard to fault the lack of accompanying
orders by Judge Young to return the mate-
rials after the discovery purpose was satis-
fied. In announcing his adherence “to the
concept of ‘open file’ discovery,” Judge
Young gave plaintiffs no reason to infer or
even to suspect that the parties were there-
by given carte blanche to disseminate the
discovered materials to the public domain.
The truth of the matter is that the question
of how the discovery materials should be
handled at the close of the cases was not
raised by the parties nor mentioned by the
court.?

Actually, a contrary intent is disclosed by
the court’s later orders. On April 24, 1975,
within two months of his “open file” dis-
covery pronouncement, Judge Young grant-
ed KSU counsel leave “to file a motion
concerning restrictions on the use of deposi-
tions.” Subsequently, Kent State Universi-

6. Defendants did try to obtain a protective or-
der as to the Ohio National Guard and Ohio
Highway discovery materials; and they also
sought to guash service on the subpoena for
the Portage County Grand Jury documents and
testimeony minutes. But Judge Young, adher-
ing consistently to his “open file" discovery
policy, declared in his memorandum and order
of February 20, 1975:

At the outset, it ought to be understood that
this court is a firm adherent to the concept of
sfpen file” discovery. . ..

So far as this court is concerned, no matter
who pgathered and recorded information close
to the time of the tragic events involved in
this litigation, and no matter what their rea-
son or purpose for gathering it, it must be
fully disclosed to all parties to this litiga-
tion. ...,

iy counsel made such a motion, which led to
2 hearing and Judge Young’'s oral order on
August 20, 1975 that “anybody who wanted
to use any of the discovery material had to
get the permission of the person who was
being discovered before he used it.” This
oral order was more formally journalized on
June 24, 1976 in the words earlier quoted.
Thus, the record does not support the ap-
parent claim that somehow defendants
waived their right to protective orders now
by not seeking orders earlier,

B.

Abjuring the untimeliness argument, we
turn to the contention that the several re-
quests for the return of discovery materials
in effect ask for protective orders for which
Fed.R.Civ.P.’s 26(c} requirement of “good
cause” has rot been met. In addition, be-
cause of the First Amendment free expres-
sion claims that plaintiffs assert in the fu-
ture use of the discovery materials, plain-
tiffs say that each of the requesting parties
must establish constitutionally mandated
“good cause” before this court may order
return of the requested materials.

In support, plaintiffs cite In re: Halkin,
598 F.2d 176 (D.C.Cir., 1979), decided by the
D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals on January
13, 1979. In that case, documents were
obtained by plaintiffs from the CIA and
National Security Council by means of Fed.
RCiv.P. 343 The court conciuded that

7. Moreover, plaintiffs may not use as a hand-
hold to advance their untimeliness argument
the dissernination of materials due to the num-
ber and scattered locales of attormeys who have
assisted plaintiffs.

8. Halkin and other piaintiffs are principally su-
ing the Central Intelligence Agency and the
National Security Agency alleging that these
organizations conducted unlawful programs of
surveillance of United States ¢itizens whe op-
posed the war in Viet Nam or engaged in other
lawful political activities. In response to a mo-
tion for production of documents, defendants
made available to plaintiffs some 3,000 pages
of documents relating to Operation Chaos, the
code name for the CIA's surveillance of anti-
war activists. Believing that some of these
documents contained important information
not previously known concerning the operation
of Chaes, plaintiffs gave written notice of their
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“First Amendment rights attach to materi-
als made available through the discovery
process.” In re: Halkin, at 190. In so
coneluding, the court both distinguished and
took issue with Judge Friendly’s opinion in
International Products Corp. v. Koons, 325
F2d 408, 407-08 (2nd Cir. 1963).%9 The
court exphicated what it called “the appro-
priate constitutional standard governing
the issuance of restraining orders under
Rule 26(c):” It “must take account of the
important public interests in the function-
ing of the discovery process ... as well as
the First Amendment interest in unfettered
expression.” In re: Halkin, at 190.

The Halkin majority direcied the distriet
court to initially determine “whether 2 par-
ticular profective order in faet restrains ex-
pression and ihe nature of that restraint.
An order restraining publication of official
court records open to the public, or an order
restraining political speech implicates dif-
ferent interests than an order restraining
commercizl information.” At 180-91 (foot-
notes omitted). Inn. 29, pertinent here, the
court stated that “[ajrguably there is an
absolute privilege to disseminate informa-
tion contained in public court records. See
OXklzboma Publishing Co. [v. Distriet Court,
430 U.S. 208, 310-11, 97 S.Ct. 1045, 104647,

intention to release certain decuments. De-
fendants sought and obtained in the district
court a protective order against public discle-
sure. They argued that such disclosure would
be “prejudicial to the defendants’ right to adju-
dication of the issues in this civil action in an
uncolored and unbiased climate, including a
fair trial” Plaintiffs sought a writ of manda-
mus to prohibit or vacate the trial court’s pro-
tective order. The appellace court, in a two-to-
one decision, did not issue a writ; but it trans-
mitted a copy of its opinion to the district court
“to permit further proceedings in the light of
the discussion in the opinion.” Thus. the dis-
trict court was told that the protective order
should be vacated. Defendants were told that
they were free to seek a new restraint on ‘pro-
mulgation of documents by plaintiffs” if a nar-
rowly drawn order “would be constitucional
under the principles outlined in this opinien.”

9. That holding was as follows:

The portion of the order which seals the
deposition of Seldes and limits defendants
and others in their use of information obtain-
ed therefrom was plainly authorized by Fed.
R.Civ.P. [26(c)] and we entertain no doubt as
to the constitutionality of 2 rule allowing a

51 L.Ed2d 855 (19770} Nebraska Press
Ass'n, [v. Stuart, 427 U.S. 589, 568, 96 8.Ct.
2791, 2807, 49 L.Ed.2d 683 (1976)].” How-
ever, it then noted that the existence of the
privilege depends on the nature of the dis-
covery material:

Plaintiffs here, however, cannot claim
‘that privilege. The documents were dis-
closed pursuant to Rule 34 Fed.R.Civ.P.
This rule, unlike other methods of dis-
covering information under the Federal
Rules, including depositions (Rule 30), in-
terrogatories {Rule 33), and requests for
admission under Rule 36, does not provide
that responsive material be filed with the
court and made part of the public record.

The court further noted that the first
amendment interests vary according to “the
timeliness of the expression,” and that
“highly newsworthy information” presents
“a different issue than a temporary re-
straint of materials having ‘constant but
rarely topical interest.” At 191-92.

The court then set up three eriteria by
which 2 trial court must evaluate any pro-
tective order impinging on first amendment
interests:

The harm posed by dissemination must be

substantial and serious; the restraining

federal court to forbid the publicizing. in ad-
vance of triat, of information obtained by one
party from another by use of the court’s
processes.
After flatly opining that “this passage does not
say that parties have no First Amendment
rights in discovery materials,” Judge Bazelon
then declared:

If Koons does stand for the proposition
that the parties in a civil action waive alt
First Amendment rights in discovery materi-
als, as the Rodgers [v. United States Steel
Corp., 536 F.2¢ at 1006] court suggesied in
dicta, then we think it is wrong., Waivers of
First Amendment rights are to be inferred
only in “clear and compeiling” ¢ircumstanc-
es. [Citations omitted.]

At 189. Both Koons and Halkin concern the
validity of pretrial ¢rders to protect the trial
process while the present post-trial situation
involves the proper disposition of materials in
the actual or constructive custody of the court.
Hence, neither Koons nor Halkin is direct au-
thority, and the court need not adopt one or the
other decision as here dispositive.

SRy
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order must be narrowly drawn and pre-
¢ise; and there must be no alternative
means of protecting the publie interest
which intrudes less directly on expression.

At 192,

A literal reading of Rule 26(c) suggests
that 2 trial court’s power is limited to pre-
seribing conditions under which the distriet
court might permit discovery in the first
instance. But both the Halkin court, inter-
preting Rule 26(c), and the Koons court,
interpreting Fed.R.Civ.P. 30(b) {predecessor
of 26(c)), construe the rule to authorize or-
ders to protect the trial process from
“harmful” use of the discovery materials
after the completion of the discovery proc-
ess.

6] In accord with these cases, this court
construes Rule 26(c) to give a distriet court
authority to issue a protective order con-
trolling the disposition of discovery materi-
als after a party has acguired the materials,
as well as fixing and controlling the condi-
tions under which discovery may be obtain-
ed in the first instance.

{71 Plaintiffs stress the burden to show
“good cause” cast by Rule 26(c) on the
movant. However, if a party seeking a
protective order fails to show “good cause”
essential to issuance of a protective order,
“including one or more” of eight enumerat-
od orders, the matter does not end there.
The last paragraph of Rule 28(c) provides:

£ the motion for a protective order is
denied in whole or in part, the court may,
on such terms and conditions as are just,
order that any party or person provide or
permit discovery.

10. Other than some 33 depositions on file with
the court, the discovery materials at issue are
imthe physical custody of the parties. While
these materizls thus are not and have not been
part of the “official court records open to the
pubtic,” they are regarded as at all times hav-
ing been within the constructive custody of the
court, They were obtained by the parties
through discovery granted under the court's
“open file” discovery palicy and are deemed
subject to the court’s orders. The court has
inherent power over its own process to “pre-
vent abuses, oppression, and injustices.”
Gurnbel v, Pitkin, 124 U.S. 131, 8 5.Ct. 379, 31

Just as the first paragraph may be applied
to materials already discovered, the last
paragraph also is broadly eonstrued to an-
thorize a court to make orders that apply to
materials already discovered. Sinece an or-
der that the court may issue under the Jast
paragraph of Rule 26(c} is not dependent on
2 showing of good cause, it may not grant
any of the eight items of relief listed in the
first paragraph. However, such an order
may allow for use of the discovered materi-
als “on such terms and conditions as are
just.”

[8-11] The grant of any request for re-
turn of a block of discovered materials will
have the effect of denying the opportunity
to plaintiffs to release to the public that
particular block of materials. Therefore,
each return request is treated as an applica-
tion for a protective order banning publica-
tion of such materials, Good cause there-
fore must be shown before such return is
ordered. Yet, even if good cause for a
complete return of any discovered materials
is not shown, the denial of the motion for a
full return may be accompanied by an order
that would permit use of a particular block
of materials “on such terms and conditions
as are just.” ¥ However, in this matter the
factors considered in determining whether
there is good cause to order a return of the
particular block of discovery materials are
the same as the factars considered in deter-
mining whether any relief short of return
should be ordered. These factors will now
be identified.

Halkin holds that the “appropriate consti-
tutional standard governing the issuarice of
restraining orders under Rule 26(c) must
take account of the important public inter-

L.Ed. 374 (1888); International Products Cor-
poration v. Koons, 325 F.2d 403, 407-08 (2nd
Cir. 1963y, Parker v. Columbia Broadcasting
System, 320 F.2d 937, 938 (2nd Cir. 1963).

Although they are in the constructive custo-
dy of the court, these discovery materials
would only be part of the “official court rec-
ords open to the pubiic” to the extent they
have entered the public domain. Only the lat-
ter materials would be subject to the ¢common-
taw rignt to inspect and copy, a general right
recognized in Nixon v. Warner Communica-
tions, Inc., 435 U.%. 589, 597-99, 98 5.Ct. 1306,
1311-12, 55 L.Ed.2d 570 (1978).
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ests in the functioning of the discovery
process . . . as well as the First Amendment
interest in unfettered expression.” At 190.
While this standard makes no mention of
the right of privacy, it is sigmificant that
the court recognized this factor. For it
noted that in a filed response to the request
for production of documents, defendants in-
dicated:

. that the produeed documents had
been purged of -2ll matter which the
government asserted would . .. (3} impli-
cate the privacy interest of third parties.

At 180. Therefore, in this matter the con-
stitutional stzndard must be construed to
embrace the right of privacy of third par-
ties. In addition, the federal and state pub-
lic policy protecting the secrecy of grand
Jury proceedings must be respected and en-
forced.

{12] Finally, the twe prongs of the Hal-
kin “constitutioral standard” must be ap-
plied to the facts of this ease. Judge
Young’s “open file” discovery poliey, admi-
rable as it may have been in the preparato-
ry stage of these cases, does not permit this
court to shirk its responsibility to preserve
“the public interests in the functioning of
the discovery process,” new that the cases
are winding dowrn. The policy of “open
file” discovery was not intended to serve as
a vehicle to eniarge the public domain, laud-
able though that goal is. To permit the
discovery process to serve that extraneous
purpose would not encourage its acceptance
or improve the “functioning of the dis-
covery process.” Thus synthesizing the dis-
covery process, the first amendment inter-
ests, and other pertinent constitutional and
public policy principles, each unit of dis-
covery materials will be separately econ-
sidered in light of these factors.

IL

A,
Judge Donald J. Young on May 28, 1975
granted a motion of the United States for a
protective order concerning the testimony

of certain defendants given to the federal
grand jury that returned the indictments in

the case of United States v. Schafer, et al.,
CR74-165 (N.D.Ohio). He entered the or-
der after he learned that defendants had in
their possession transcripts of testimony
that some of the parties plaintiff in these
cases had given before the same grand jury.
The order granted plaintiffs “access to the

Grand Jury testimony of the parties de- |

fendant named in the motion.” Counsei for
zll parties in these cases indicate that they
have complied with each of the conditions
of the protective order at all stages of the
litigation. The last condition of Judge
Young’s protective order of May 28, 1975
ordered:

. that all copies of this testimony be
returned to the United States Attorney
at Cleveland, Ohio at the conclusion of
this litigation.

The United States Attorney now requests
that this order be carried out, the litigation
being concluded. Plaintiffs do not oppose
this request. .

[12] Any first amendment interest in
releasing the federal grand jury testimony
to the public domain is overridden by the
publie policy of maintaining the continuing
secrecy of grand jury proceedings. To open
the testimony to public view and public
quotation would be likely to make people
believe that the established grand jury se-
erecy policy has been abandoned or & a
sham and a pretense. Harm to the grand
jury system would result.

There is no indieation of 2 present intent
to destroy the grand jury testimony. How-
ever, before the United States Attorney or
the Department of Justice proceeds to de-
stroy such material, they are directed to
give 30-day notice of intention-to-destroy to
this court and to the parties or their coun-
sel.

: B.

{14] The prosecutor of Portage County
requests that this court order counsel to
return to the Portage County Clerk of
Courts all materials obtained from the
Cierk of the Common Pleas Court of Por-
tage County, Ohio. Concerning the subpoe-
na duces tecum served upon Clerk of Courts

7y

_\"j‘ xd
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DeLeone, Judge Young stated (in his Feb-
ruary 20, 1975 ruling):
The problem of the Grand Jury materials
is somewhat different, because this court
considers the matter of the secrecy of
Grand Jury proceedings 2 most important
one ... In this case, to begin with, the
only thing sought is the documentary evi-
dence which was laid before the Grand
Jury.
However, as the wording of the subpoena
duces tecum recorded in n. 11 indicates!
“documentary evidence” was not “the only
thing sought.” “[Wlitness testimony” was
also subpoenaed. While Judge Young’s or-
der does not mention this part of the sub-
poena, in fact, the testimony of approxi-
mately 200 witnesses was subsequently sur-
rendered to the parties by the clerk of
courts after Judge Young overruled the mo-
tion to quash service of the subpoena.
Since it is not directed to the grand jury
testimony, Judge Young's ruling cannot
stand as authority for the proposition that
secrecy imposed on “matters occurring be-
fore the Grand Jury™ & was waived or mod-
ified with reference to the testimony of
witnesses appearing before the grand jury.
Judge Young next stated:
The Grand Jury made z report which
badly damaged, if it did not destroy, the
secrecy of those of its proceedings which
relate to the instant case. When the
reason for a rule ceases to exist, so does
the rule itseif.

In Hammond v. Brown, n.3, supraz, this
court determined:
The Report is issued unlawfully in viola-
tion of the Grand Jury’s oath of secrecy
since its findings and conclusion in Parts

11, .Attually, the subpoena requested:

... the results of the investigation and the
report of and all docurnents and materials
reiated to and attached thereto by the Por-
tage County Ohio Grand Jury pertaining to
the events at Kent State University on, about
and arcund May 1-5, 1970. This material to
include minutes and witness testimony relat-
ing to events at Kent State University May
1-5, 15970,

12. Ohio R.Crim.P. 6(E) provides in part:

I through VII itemize 2nd comment upon
the evidence heard and received by the
special Grand Jury. The vice of the vio-
lation of the oath of secrecy is that the
special Grand Jury finds commission of
criminal offenses and ascribes guilt to
participants in the deseribed incidents.

Nevertheless, the Report did not disclose
the identity of the witnesses who zppeared
before the special grand jury. Nor was any
testimony of any witness quoted in the Re-
port. It would improperly compound the
vice of the Report—expunged by this court
from the records of Portage County Com-
mon Pleas Court—to conclude that the is-
suance of the Report destroyed the secrecy
of the testimony before the special grand
jury.

With reference to the identities of the
approximately 300 witnesses who appeared
before the speeial grand jury and to the
transeribed testimony of approximately 200
witnesses, the state-imposed secrecy of
those “matters oceurring before the Grand
Jury” has not been compromised or de-
stroyed. Therefore, for the same reasons
stated in part ILA. at p. 18, the continuing
duty to protect the secrecy of grand jury
proceedings overrides any first amendment
interests in “unfettered expression” and
meets the burden of good cause. The par-
ties are ordered to return all copies of the
Portage County Special Grand Jury testi-
mony to the Clerk of Courts of the Portage
County Common Pleas Court.

The documentary materials produced by
the clerk of courts, comprising 15 folders,
have been examined at side bar in the pres-
ence of counsel for the parties and an as-
sistant Portage County Prosecutor® Sub-

A Grand Juror ... may disclose matters oc-
curring before the Grand Jury, other than the
deliberations of the Grand Jury or the vote of
the Grand Juror, but may disclose such mat-
ters only when so directed by the court pre-
liminary to or in connection with a judicial
proceeding. ...

13. At a hearing on February 6, 1979, plaintiffs
brought from their Columbus repository of dis-
covery materials the documentary materials
produced by the Portage County Clerk of
Courts and the discovery materials obtained by
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stantially ail these documentary materials
were found by the court to have already
entered the public domain. Specific rulings
allowing release of these materials were put
on the record. However, names of withess-
es and the scheduling of witnesses’ appear-
ances before the grand jury and certain
related materials, obviously part of the
grand jury’s investigative process, were
found to be subject to continuing grand
jury secreey. Counsel for all parties are
also ordered to return the designated docu-
mentary materials to the Clerk of Courts of
Portage County along with the grand jury
witness testimony.

The Prosecutor of Portage County has
reported that if returned, the grand jury
materials will be sealed in metal cabinets
and preserved by the clerk pursuant to
O.R.C. § 2303.09. Should the clerk hereaf-
ter alter this announced decision, the clerk
is directed to serve a thirty-day notice of
intention-to-destroy any or all the materials
upon this court, plaintiffs and defendants or
their counsel.

C

Frederick C. Coleman, United States At-
torney, pursuant to a subpoena served on
him on February 21, 1975, produced 523
FBI “302” interview reports some of which
are signed statements. These reports were
obtained during the FBI investigation of
the Kent State incident. Counsel for plain-
tiffs and counsel for defendants each have a
full set of these FBI interview reports.

Before the start of the second trial on
December 4, 1978, plaintiffs obtained 235
additional FBI interview reports through
deposition subpoena and notices served on
the Chief, Criminal Seetion, Civil Rights
Division, United States Department of Jus-
tice. By agreement, the interview reports
were forwarded in early November, 1978 to
plaintiffs’ counsel in Cleveland and copies
were made available to defendants’ counsel.

subpoena from the Chio National Guard, the

Ohio Highway Patrol, and the QOhio Bureaun of

Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCI).

14. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) reads in part:

Subsequently, through FOIA requests,
many of the same FBI interview reports
were obtained by plaintiffs. However, the
court is advised that the names of witness-
es, FBI agents and third-parties in the in-
terview reports were deleted in accordance
with 5 U.5.C. § 552(b).4

James R. Williams, the present United
States Attorney, has asked for a return to
the government of all these materials.
Plaintiffs vigorously oppose this request.
They argue that the first amendment en-
titles them to unrestricted dissemination of
these FBI interview reports and the other
witness statements that are at issue. Plain-
tiffs contend that the United States Attor-
ney, who for the first time on January 15,
1979 made his request, has the burden of
showing good cause for a protective order.

(15] The request of the United States
Attorney for a return of the FBI materials
is treated as a request for 2 protective
order. While this court deterrnines that the
burden of showing good cause to grant ei-
ther return or sealing has not been met, it
is determined that an order on “terms and
conditions as are just” shall be entered.
Deletion of names of “third parties™ (wit-
nesses, FBI agents, and other names ap-
pearing in the interview reports) prior to
dissemination of the FBI rmaterials will
avoid violation of or injury to the privacy
rights of unwitting and unrepresented third
parties. Thus redacted, the statements will
be in precisely the same condition as the
Halkin documents, supra at p. 188-89. As
such, release to the public domain of the
redacted statements will satisfy zall appro-
priate first amendment interests in “unfet-
tered expression.”

[16]1 At the oral hearing, counsel for
plaintiffs asked rhetorically who would bear
the expense of “reconstructing” the materi-
als. The costs of returning the grand jury
testimony and the Ohio National Guard
“201’s,” discussed infra, shall be borne and

Any reasonably segregable portion of a rec-
ord shail be provided to any person request-
ing such record after deletion of the portions
which are exempt under this subsection.
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paid for by the parties who have the mate-
rials. But redaction is deemed best handled
by the origiral custodians of the inferview
report or witness statements. Therefore,
such government custodians are directed to
bear the cost of deleting all third-party
names from each witness statement or in-
terview report.®

To implement this ruling, plaintiffs are
directed to turn over to the United States
Attorney all the FBI “302's” so that the
names of all third parties may be deleted.
The redacted statements and interview re-
ports shall then be returned to plaintifis for
release to the public domain. If defendants
decide to relezse their copies of the inter-
view reports, they must likewise turn their
copies over to the United States Attorney
for redaction. If they decide to destroy
their copies, an appropriate affidavit of de-
struction shall be filed by the Attorney
General of Ohio.

b

[17]1 The Okic National Guard and Ohio
Highway Patrol discovery materials have
been examined by the court with counsel
for plaintiffs and defendants present.
Among the Ohio National Guard discovery
materials are the “201's” (personnel files) of

15. At the February 6 hearing the court ordered
plaintiffs to bear any cost of redaction. On
further reflection, it is believed this would im-
pose a burden, impermissible under the first
amendment, on the release of the redacted ma-
terials into the public domain. Thus, it is con-
cluded that the particular agency that is direct-
ed to proceed with redaction should bear the
cost of redaction, and the court's earlier oral
ruling is vacated.

16, Plaintiffs do not oppose the motion to return
these materials. In any event, defendants have
met the burden of establishing good cause for
the return request.

17. '{Ns court on March 9, 1979 viewed the
Ohio National Guard and Ohio Highway Patrol
materials in Kent State University Library Ar-
chives. Lying on top of several folders in a
single box in the locked Special Collections
room is a March 7, 1975 affidavit of Les Stegh,
then KSU [ibrary archivist. Les Stegh attests
that he reproduced the materials (presumably
in Columbus). which then became the property
of the library archives. Of the four conditions

the defendant Guardsmen. Each Guards-
man has a right of privacy in these records.
Moreover, these are ongoing files of the
Ohio National Guard. A privilege attaches
to these materials that is not relaxed or
modified by the production of these files
urder subpoena. All “201's” in the posses-
sion or custody of counsel for the parties
are ordered returned to the Ohio National
Guard.té

During the hearings on the present mo-
tions, Steven R. Keller, paralegal aide for
the Ameriean Civil Liberties Union who has
acted as custodian of all of the discovery
materials for plaintiffs, testified that in
1975 copies of all the Ohio Highway Patrol
discovery materials and copies of all the
Ohio National Guard discovery materials
(except the “201’s”) were turned over to the
Kent State University (KSU) library. At
the hearing of February 6, 1979, this court
authorized plaintiffs to release statements
of witnesses on the assumption that these
particular discovery materials since 1975
have been a part of the public domain. The
information obtained by this court by per-
sonal inspection of the KSU archives re-
veals that these materials have not been
released for public viewing.l? Because the
court’s assumption that these materials

of the acceptance, the following are presently
pertinent: -
2. That said materials wili not be made pub-
lic, except through Court Order, by myseif,
the Kent State University Library, or any of
its staff, until such time after the Kent civil
cases as approved by the General Counsel of
the ACLU of Ohio, In¢....
3. The purpose of this agreement is to pre-
vent prejudicial publicity. The primary pur-
pose of my obtaining these documents is to
make them available for historical and re-
search purposes once prejudicial publicity is
no ienger an issue. ... o
It is evident that the documents were not
intended to be made public at the time the
documents were given to archivist Stegh, and
that the conditions under which the documents
could be made public have not yet come to
pass. Nor have the materials been released to
the public in violation of these conditions.
Dean Keller, in charge of the locked Special
Collections room since before March, 1975, in-
formed the court there has been no access to
these documents and no request for the docu-
ments. . FI
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have been in the public domain is incorreet,
the bench rulings based on this assumption
are vacated.

18] While the request for return of the
witness statements and interview reports is
denied, redaction of names of third parties
in these statements and reports is ordered
to protect the privacy rights of third par-
ties. ‘This order is entered on the same
ground and similar terms as the similar
order in Part 11.C. of this opinion.

This ecourt’s examination of the Ohio
Highway Patrol and Ohio National Guard
materials did not reveal any likelihood of an
ongoing police investigation in any of the
materials. Moreover, the court did not find
any recording of law enforcement policies,
procedures or plans. Nothing of a sensitive
law enforcement nature wouid be compro-
mised by disclosure of these materials.

Therefore, except for the Ohio National
Guard “201s” (personnel files), which are
ordered returned as indicated, and setting
apart the witness statements {Ohio Nation-
al Guard and Ohio Highway Patroi) for
redaction by the Ohio Attorney General
{upon delivery by plaintiffs), the remaining
Ohio National Guard and Ohio Highway
Patrol materials are released as plaintiffs
request. Once redacted, the witness state-
ments shall be returned to plaintiffs for
release to the public domain.

E.

[19] Plaintiffs obtained by subpoena a
substantial quantity of materials (2,849
pages) from the Ohic Bureau of Criminal
Identification and Investigation, including 2
number of witness statements. The re-
quest to return these statements to the BCI
is denied; however, redaction by the Ohio
Attorney General of these statements is
ordered upon delivery of the statements by
plaintiffs to the Attorney General or its
counsel. Upon redaction, the statements
shall be returned to plaintiffs for release to
the public domain.

Examination of the remaining materials
turned over by the BCI does not reveal any
likelihood of an ongoing police investiga-

tion. Moreover, no recording of any law
enforcement policies, procedures, or plans
appears in any of the materials. Release of
these materials would not reveal any sensi-
tive law enforcement materials or compro-
mise law enforcement activities. Hence, all
of the BCI materials, other than the witness
statements, are released from the protee-

" tive order, and the withess statements after

redaction may be released by plaintiffs to
the public domain.

F.

The Kent State University Police Depart-
ment was subpoenzed with reference to pe-
riod May 1-5, 1970 to produee its investiga-
tion report of events at the university, wit-
ness statements, all documents relating to
Terry Norman, photographs, tape record-
ings, and all other documents relating to
the period. A motion for a protective order
with respect to these materials was filed on
February 27, 1975, particularly challenging
production of “investigation reports.” The
court overruled the motion on March 25,
1975,

[20,21] Counsel for the Kent State Uni-
versity Police Department has disclosed to
the court copies of all materials turned over
to the plaintiffs pursuant to the subpoena.
These have been examined. The February
25, 1975 affidavit of director of safety sup-
porting the police department’s motion for
a protective order deelared:

... the disclosure of the information . ..

would not be in the public interest and

would adversely affect the ability to op-
erate an efficient and effective Police

Department.

With the passage of almost nine years, the
officer duty reports (“Report of Investiga-
tion™), and the “Daily Patrol, Phone and
Radio Log{s]” for May 1 through May 5,
1970 have ceased io relate to any ongeing
police investigation, nor would disclosure of
any of these materials compromise any po-
Yice procedures, tactical orders, or law en-
forcement policies. The Police Department
has not established good cause for return of
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these materials. All may be released to the
public domain.!8

Similarly, the department has not estab-
lished goed cause for return of affidavits
filed with courts, other miscellaneous police
department documents that were turned
over to the plaintiffs, and witness state-
ments and interview reports, the state-
ments of Terry Norman and other state-
ments relating to the Terry Nerman inci-
dent. The incident has been well publi-
cized. Except, however, for the Norman
incident, all witness statements, interview
reports and advice of rights acknowledge-
ments may oniy be released to the publie
after redaction of names of witnesses,
names of interviewing officers, and any
third party names. While the Department
shall release a certain statement entitled
“To Whom It May Concern” after deletion
of the name of the person making the state-
ment, the letter of her parents transmitting
the daughter’s statement—asked to be
treated as “confidentizl”—shzall not be re-
leased to the public.

The police department or its counsel is
directed to perform the redaction upon de-
livery of the materials by plaintiffs or de-
fendants. If defendants have copies of the
withess statements or interview reports,
they shall be either turned over for redac-
tion or destroyed. In all respeets, the pro-
cedure prescribed in Part I1.C. of this opin-
ion shall be followed in redacting these
materials.

{22] Remaining for ruling are some 363
photographs and newspaper clippings. Ex-
cept for 2 ceriain photograph—which ap-

18. In opposing the release of the investigative
reports, counsel for the University Police De-
partment cites Wooster Republican Printing
Co- v. City of Wooster, 56 Ohid St.2d 126, 383
N.E2d 124 (1978), the fourth paragraph of the
syllabus of which declares: “‘Poiice and other
law enforcement records are not subject to
compulsory disclosure provisions of R.C. 149.-
43." This Ohio Supreme Court decision dealt
with a newspaper seeking disclosure of police
records not already discovered in the course of
a judicial proceeding. Thus, it is distinguisha-
bie from the present case in which disclosure
by discovery was judicially ordered in April,
1975. But more importanily, the syllabus must

535 F.Supp.—10

pears to be a possible lineup photo—the
photographs relate to public scenes or inves-
tigatory photographs of damage to proper-
ty. These photographs are deemed to be in
the public domain, but the “line-up” photo-
graph shall not be released. Of course, the
newspaper clippings were in the public do-
main when made part of the police depart-
ment files.

G.

23] The materials of zach agency, fed-
eral and state, contain some statements or
interview reports involving witnesses whe
later testified at trial. Since their testimo-
ny has entered the public domain, the state-
ments of these witnesses or interview re-
ports covering the same subject matter are
determined likewise to have entered the
public domain and need not be redacted.

II.

[24] The last block of discovery materi-
als to be disposed of are depositions taken
in the course of these cases. Local Civil
Rule 6 provides: “Except as otherwise pro-
vided, depositions upon receipt shall be
opened by the Clerk.” During the criminal
trial of certain defendants in United States
v. Schafer, et al, CRT4-165 (N.D.Chio
E.D.), the court sealed all depositions, but
thereafter on November 14, 1974 “un-
gealed” them. The effect of Rule 6 and
Judge Young’s unsealing order (construed
to apply to depositions then on file and to
depositions subsequently filed) is fo treat
the depositions as part of this eourt’s public

be construed in light of the opinion which inter-
prets O.R.C. § 149.43 (disclosure of public rec-
ords) in conjunction with O.R.C. § 1347.08(f)
(as amended, effective August 26, 1977), which
reads:

This section does not allow a person to have
access to any information compiled in rea-
sonable anticipation of a civil or criminal
action or proceeding.

- It is manifest that no “civil or criminal action
or proceeding’’ based on the investigative files
or logs, or photographs is anticipated. Hence,
Waooster, supra, does not foreclose the release
of either the redacted radio logs or witness
statements.



?;54 535 FEDERAL SUPPLEMENT

judieial records and documents.”® The com-
mon-law right to inspect and copy these
records is not conditioned “apon a need for
it as evidence in a lawsuit,” Nixon v. War-
ner Communications, Inc, 435 U.S. 589, 98
8.Ct. 1306, 55 L.Ed.2d 570 (1978), although
the right of inspection and copying “is not
absolute.”

Deposition witnesses David A. Ambler,
Chester A. Williams, Richard E. Duan,
Thomas F. Kelley, and Robert E. Matson,
seek a protective order sealing these deposi-
tions from public disclosure. This request
rests on the grounds of the earlier objec-
tions to the taking of the depositions made
by their counsel at the deposition hearings
and in their April 24, 1975 motion for leave
to file a reguest for “restrictions on use of
depositions.”

[25] This court previcusly concluded
that a deposition wiiness does not have a
property interest in his testimony that
would justify an order sealing the deposi-
tion subject to the deponent’s right to con-
trol the use of his testimony. Such a
claimed right would further collide with the
general public nature of 2 deposition.

However, should a deposition witness
show that a particular portion of a deposi-
tion, if placed in the public domain, would
be used “to gratify private spite or promote
publie seandal,” Nixon v. Warner Communi-
cations, Ine., 435 U.S. at 603, 98 S.Ct. at
1314, that portion of the deposition may be
sealed.  Applying this standard, this court’s
examination of the several depositions in
question has reveaied only the following
itema that should be sealed: the letter that
is attached to the Chester Williams deposi-

19. Cr iIn re Halkin. n. 29, referred to supra, at
p. 3485,

20. Of course, any person who might seek to
publicize deposition testmony acts without
benefit of the privilege that attaches to publica-
tion of evidence received at a public trial which
becomes part of the trial record,

21. For the purposes of this opinion, and not for
the purposes of any issues as to the law of
copyright.

22. This order shall apply to all depositions
whether or not on file. Counsel for plaintiffs
are directed to furnish the court with addresses

tion as Exhibit 11A; and the answer of
deponent Dunn at lines 18-22, p. 8 of his
depesition.

[26,27] Otherwise, there is no basis for
sealing any of the remaining parts of the
depositions of these movant deponents. It
is not a ground for a protective order as
suggested by deponents’ counsel, that the
depositions contain hearsay answers or an-
swers whose relevancy or competency
might be suspect. The test of the propriety
of a discovery deposition question or answer
is not admissibility at trial, nor is admissi-
bility at trial the test for entry of the
depositions into the public domain 20

[28] All photos produced by deposition
or trial subpoena shall be deemed part of
the public domain? These rulings with
respect to depositions shall be understood to
apply to only those depositions that have
been filed with the court or copies of those
depositions that are in the custody of the
parties.

As to the remaining depositions, the court
directs that a notice shall be sent by the
Clerk of Court to each deponent at the
address listed in the deposition informing
the deponent that within 60 days after date
of the memorandum and order, any depo-
nent who believes that any of his testimony,
if released to the public would be “used to
gratify private spite or promote publie scan-
dal,” should notify the court.®? The deposi-
tion will be examined to determine if it
contains any such material which will then
be deleted before the deposition is permit-
ted to be further inspected or copied by the
public.

of those witnesses listed on the “Index to Dep-

osgitions,” whose depositions are not on file.
These witnegses are:

Barnetr, Charles
Bedall, Gordon
Breckenridge, Dennis
Duvall, James

Lobo, Richard
MacKenzie, Scott
Marly, Jr.. Donaid E.
Jehn Bambeck

Feest, Wiltiam Paul Lacher

Flesher, Okey Alexander Dale Stevenson
Grace, Tom Snvder, James Ronald
Hunt, Robert Stamps, Robert

Kahler, Dean Richard
Krause, Arthur §,

Stewart, Dana
Wrentmore, Doug
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THE FOREGOING ORDERS ARE S0
ORDERED.

ORDER OF JUDGMENT

The court having filed its memorandum
and order concerning the protective orders
in these cases; therefore, pursuant to Rule
58, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure,

IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) The court’s protective order of June
24, 1976 is vacated;

(2) All counsel in these cases shall return
to the United States Attorney, Cleveland,
Ohio, all copies of the testimony given be-
fore the federal grand jury that returned
the indictments in the ease of United States
v. Shafer, et al, CRT4~165 (N.D.Ohio);

(8} Thirty (30) days prior to the destruec-
tion of the materiais listed in paragraph (2),
supra, the United States Attorney or the
Department of Justice shall serve a natice
of intention-to-destroy upon this court,
plaintiffs and defendants or their counsel.

{4) All counsel in these cases shall return
to the Clerk of Courts of Portage County,
Ohio all copies of the testimony given be-
fore the Portage County Special Grand
Jury that investigated the shootings at
Kent State University on May 1-4, 1970,
and all copies of designated doecumentary
materizls containing names and scheduling
of grand jury witnesses and related matters
pertaining to the investigative process of
the grand jury.

{5} Thirty (30) days prior to the destruc-
tion of the materials listed in paragraph {4),
supra, the Clerk of Courts of Portage Coun-
ty, Ohio shall serve a notice of intention-to-
destroy upon this court, plaintiffs and de-
fendants or their counsel.

(6) Plaintiffs’ counsel shall turn over for
redaction (deletion of names of witnesses,
interviewing officers, and third parties):

(a) To the United States Attorney, all
copies of FBI “302” interview reports and
witness statements;

{b) To the Qhio National Guard and the
Ohio Highway Patrol, all copies of witness
statements and witness interview reports
obtained from those agencies;

(c) To the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Iden-
tification and Investigation (BCI), all copies
of witness statements obtained from that
agency;

(@) To the Kent State University Police
Department (KSU PD), ali coples of witness
statements, interview reports and advice of
rights acknowledgements (except those re-
lating to the Norman incident) obtained
from that agency, and ail copies of 2 state-
ment entitled “To Whom It May Concern.”

" After redaction, each individual or agen-
ey listed above shall return to plaintiffs’
counsel the reports, statements and ae-
knowledgements,

(7) Defendants shall either turn over for
redaction the materials listed in paragraph
{6)(a)«{d), supra, in which case the materi-
als shall be returned to them after redac-
tion, or destroy these materials and have
filed by the Attorney General of Chio ap-
propriate affidavits of destruction.

(8) The foregoing redaction orders shall
not be required with reference fo state-
ments of interview reports of, or acknowl-
edgements by witnesses who later testified
at trial

(9) All counsel shall return to the Ohio
National Guard 2l copies of the “201” per-
sonnel files of the defendant Guardsmen.

{10) The remaining Ohio National Guard
and Ohio Highway Patrol discovery materi-
als are unconditionaliy released to counsel.

{11) All the remaining BCI discovery ma-
terizls are unconditionally released to coun-
sel.

(12) All counsel shall return to the KSU
PD all copies of a letter transmitting the
statement entitled “To Whom It May Con-
cern.”

(18} All the remaining KSU PD diseovery
materials are unconditionally released to
counsel.

(14) All photographs (except a “line-up”
photograph, all copies of which are to be
returned by all counsel to the KSU PD) and
all newspaper clippings are uncornditionally
released to counsel, R
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{15) All copies of the letter attached to
the Chester Williams deposition as Exhibit
11A and the answers of deponent Dunn at
lines 18-22, p. & of his deposition shall be
sealed.

(16) The Clerk of Courts, as directed by
this eourt, shall send 2 notice to each depo-
nent {inciuding Ambler, Williams, Dunn,
Kelley and Matson} informing him or her of
the right to notify the court within 60 days
of receiving the notice of any deposition
testimony that would, if placed in the public
domain, be used “to gratify private spite or
promote public scandal.” The memoran-
dum and order of February 28 is amended
to extend the within right of netice to
Ambler, Williams, Dunn, Kelley and Matson
as well as other deponents.

(17} The memorandum of February 28,
1979 shall be amended to reflect that plain-
tiffs have preserved objection to return of
federal grand jury testimony.

(18) The memorandum of February 28,
1979 shell be amended to require defend-
ants’ counsel to provide Clerk of Courts
with addresses of deponents who were de-
fendants or former defendants.

(19) The following pleadings shall be
sealed: Exhibit A, pp. 5-10 to Exhibit B,
Exhibits B, C, D, E, F, G, H to Exhibit B of
plaintiffs’ January 12, 1979 Motion to In-
clude Affidavits (ete.); Exhibit A to plain-
tiffs' February 23, 1979 Motion to Include
Affidavits {ete.).

(20} All foregoing orders which expressly
apply to counsel shall be understoed to also
apply to all parties and their agents.

(21) The execution of this order shall be
stayed pending the appeal period (60 days)}
and any appeal by any party. If no appeal
is taken, compliance with this order shall
commence within thirty (30) days of the end
of the appeal period. I an appeal is taken
and the orders of this court are sustained,
compliance shall commence within thirty
(30} days of the return of the mandate
unless otherwise ordered by the Court of
Appeals.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS CO. OF NEW
MEXICO, INC., Plaintiff,

.

COMBINED COMMUNICATIONS
CORPORATION, Defendant.

Civ. Neo. 80-016 HB.

United States District Court,
D. New Mexico.

Dec. 9, 1980.

Buyer of electrical sign business sued
seller claiming breach of contract, economic
duress, and fraudulent misrepresentation.
The District Court, Bratton, Chief Judge,
held that: (1) buyer could not recover on
claim that 1976 agreement had been breach-
ed after 1978 agreement was executed,
where parties intended that the 1978 agree-
ment to supersede the prior agreement; (2)
buyer failed to establish any of the ele-
ments of economic duress; and (3} buyer
could not recover on basis of misrepresenta-

tion on which it did not rely.

Judgment for defendant.

1. Contracts ==245(1)

Plaintiff could not recover om claim
that 1976 apreement was breached after
1978 agreement was executed where evi-
dence, including parties’ hehavior as well as
terms of 1378 agreement, showed that both
parties intended the 1978 agreement to su-
persede the prior agreement.

2. Torts &=27

Under New Mexico law, in order to
recover damages for the tort of economic
duress, plaintiff must show by clear and
convincing evidence that defendant had
duty to present him with reasonable cholce
of bargaining alternatives, that defendant
breached that duty, and that defendant’s
breach caused plaintiff to enter into an
unfaveorable bargain against his will.

21y,
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3. Torts <=3

In an economic duress case under New
Mexico law, duty to present reasonable al-
ternatives arises when defendant stands in
2 superior bargaining position to plaintiff,
but mere disparity in size or bargaining
power is not sufficient to create this duty;
only when defendant holds the power to
deal a fatal, or at least a very severe, eco-
nomie injury to plaintiff will he be con-
strained by the law of economic duress
from abusing that power.

4. Torts e=6

Buyer of electricai sign business could
not, recover from seller on theory of eco-
nomic duress under New Mexieo law, where
buyer, whick had already acquired a num-
ber of leases from seller under prior agree-
ment, did not estzblish that its survival
would be seriously threatened by inability
to acquire further leases from seller, seller
had right to sell its remaining signs and
leases to third party, and buyer did not
make reasonable effort to protect itself in
relation to its rights under pricr agreement
and could not claim that it lacked opportu-
nities to do so. '

5. Torts =3

“Threat” to do what one has a legal
right to do is not breach of duty and cannot
amount to “economic duress” under New
Mezico law.

See publicaticn Words and Phrases
for other judicial constructions and
definitions.

6. Torts =6

Threat to breach contract generally
does not constitute economic duress.

7. Torts =16

Failure of buyer of electrical sign busi-
ness to make reasonable effort to protect its
position precluded claim based on price paid
under theory of economic duress; having
failed to assert its rights at the bargaining
table, buyer eould not press them in court.

8. Fraud =20
Buyer of electrical sign business could

not recover against seller on theory of
fraudulent misrepresentations, though sell-

er did misrepresent amount it expected to
receive in event of sale to third party,
where buyer did not rely on this misrepre-
sentation.

9. Fraud =27

Though seller of electrical sign business
did not deal forthrightly with buyer in de-
ciding not to mention buyer’s rights under
prior agreement, in negotiating sale of sell-
er's remaining signs and leases, this conduct
did not amount to fraud.

Elvin Xanter, Willard F. Kitts, Slizabeth
E. Whitefield, Albuguerque, N. M., for
plaintiff.

Jonathan W. Hewes, Gene C. Walton,
James C. Ritchie, Rodey, Dickason, Sloan,
Akin & Robb, P. A, Albuquerque, N. M,
for defendant. AR

MEMORANDUM OPINION

BRATTON, Chief Judge.

This case arises in the aftermath of two
contractual transactions between the par-
ties. Trial on the merits has been heard by
the Court, and this Memorandum Opinion
shall constitute the findings of fact’ and
conclusions of law required by Rule 52 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

In 1976, a division of defendant Combined
Communications Corporation (CCC) called
Electrical Products Signs, Inec., (EPSI} was
engaged in the electrical sign business in
New Mexico. Lionel Specter was general
manager of EPSL

The electrical sign business involves the
manufacture, sale, and maintenance of elec-
trieally illuminated signs that advertise or
identify business establishments. Many
businesses find it economically burdensome
to purchase electrical signs outright, so a
system of leasing has developed in the in-
dustry under which customers lease signs
irom the manufacturer and pay, over the
period of the lease, rent adequate to com-
pensate the manufacturer for the eost of
producing the sign, maintaining it, and. fi-
nancing the Jease. Some profit is also de-
rived from the rental. At the end of the



