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RE: Pr_oposed “buffer zone” ordlnance :
Dear Mr. Pfelffer 7

We are writing in regards to the propo sed ordlnance to amend Chapter 2317 of the
Columbus City Code regarding access to reproductlve health caré facilities. This

- is an issue of great interest to the ACLU of Ohio, and we write to make you aware
* of our posmon on thls matter :

‘The ACLU of Oth is a Vlgllant and unapologet1c defender of the reproductwe
rlghts of all women, including those in Columbus. Like many others, we are’
concerned- about ongoing: attempts from governrnent and private. md1v1duals to.

) reduce access to oonstltutlonally protected abortlon serv1ces

. That sa1d we have concerns regardmg what is belng proposed via the ordmance m -
Yl questlon ‘ ’ '

" First, the Majority of what is'heing' proposed addresses conduct that is alreadj‘r. .

illegal under local and state law.* More specifically, proposed 2317, 51(B)(l)

_ crimjnalizes physically obstrueting or blocking entrance to a reproductive health .

care fac111ty “By physically striking, shoving, restraining, gr abbmg, or otherwise .

- subjecting the person to unwanred physical contact, or attempt or threaten to do

the same.” . - ’

%

'Wlthout question, - md1v1duals engaged n such behavior can’ already be cited,

, arrested -and convicted for such acfions, under a var1ety of ex1st1ng laws Whether

they mvolve reproductwe health care facilities or not.

News reports about this issue 01te a 170% increase in calls and compla'ints regarding o
thie actions of aboition protestors. That statistic is, used as a reason to introduce

these changes to Columbus law., Assurnlng that statistic-is accurate, what it does
not reveal is how many people were arrested, charged, or convicfed as result of
these calls and complaints. Agdin, the ability to’ hold people accountable for such

o -'actrons is already avaﬁable B S

" Ifthe problem 18 that those laws are not belng enforced or violators are not bemg

prosecuted then we.fail to sec what duphcatmg those same prohlbltlons w111 '
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: ‘Unfortunately, this proposed ordmance 1s not only. redundant but mcludes serious free speech:

1mpl1cat1ons As currently written, it cr11n1nal1zes following and haraSSmg a person within 15 feet
ofa reproductwe health care facility. The proposed ordinance defines “harass” as “engaging ina
course of conduct that is directed at another that would cause a reasonable. person to bé seriously

' alarmed, annoyed or zncOnvemencea’ and that in fact serzously alarms, annoys oF inconveniences.

anorhei . _ , ' e o A

3 We quest1on the w1sdom and u1t1mate constrlunonahty of prosecutmg thoSe who “alarm,” “anno y,

or-“inconvenience” another as those terms are entirély subjective in many instances. As the state
and nation’s preennnent defender of free speech rights, we realize.almost all speech has the

potential to annoy, alarm, or inconvenience others no matter who is speakmg, _the content: of the '

speech, or their intended audience, .

For this reason, we reJect the concept. speech should or could be cr1m1nal1zed because it “annoys”
another. Establishing a precedeént that mere words (not blocking, shoving, restralmng, etc.)
directed at a person can and will result in pro secut1on is ant1thet1cal to the Fn‘st -Amendment right
to free speech beneﬁttmg us all. : B

‘In this context, a 15- foot buffer zone w111 undoubtedly restr1ct the free speech rlghts of those. .
- sidewalk counselors who wish to deliver one-on-one, but peaceful and n0n-phyS1ca1 pleas to those
" entering reproductwe health care fa<:1l1t1es People may disagree or be uncomfortable w1th such- .

speech but that does make it an},r less deservmg of FH’St Amendment protectlons

" To be clear the ACLU of Ohio takes no issue with prosecutmg those people who attempt to
o physwally deny access to reproductrve health care facilities,” Enforcement of such laws cah play

an 1rnportant role in ensuring and protectmg the right to abort1on when - Opponents break laws to .
accomphsh their goals. '

. - For that reason and the reasons outlmed above, the ACLU of Ohlo advocates for enforcement of

the’ numereus existing laws available to police and _prosecutors to address these problems notnew
laws with serious free speech implications sure to be challenged in court by any number of people -

" or organlzauons should this. proposed ordinance be enacted

I you have any questlons or concerns about our pos1t10n on tlns matter please do not hes1tate o

contact us.
Sincerely, -
Christine Link  * :: . \,Garvaaniels g

. Executive Director - _ Chief Lobbyist '
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ce: Lara E;-al(er—Morrish, Chief Pros’ecutor o ’



