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Re: Tie Vote Regarding In-Person Absentee Voting I-lo urs 

Dear Director Platten and Deputy Director McDona ld: 

In order to ensure uniformity across counti es and reduce lines at polling places for the November 

6,20 12 General Electi on, my office is ma iling an absentee ballot application to every registered 

voter in Ohio in "active" status and eve ry registered voter in Ohio who vo ted in the 2008 

presidenti al electi on rega rdless of the voter status in the Statewide Voter Regi stration Database. 

See Directive 20 12-24. Because Ohio voters have the option to vote from home via absentee 

ball o t during the more-than-750-hour period that covers the no fault absentee voting period, there 

is no need for ex tended hours fo r in-pe rson absentee voting. 

I cannot create unequal access from one county board to another, but I must a lso keep in mind 

the resources available to each county. The reality is that loca l boards are operating under tight 

budget constraints on a day to day basis under their norma l business hours. There is sufficient 

time already avai lable duri ng the Cuya hoga County Board 's regu lar business ho urs fo r the 

casting of absent voters ' ball ots in person. 

Consistent with my stated policy at the Akron reg ional conference on June 19th, I am setting in

person absentee voting hours to be that orthe Board 's Monday through Friday office hours. The 

Board is a lso reminded that under Ohio Revi sed Code 3509.03 in-person absentee vo ting must 

be ava il ab le until 6: 00 p.m. , Friday, November 2, 20 12. 

Cuyahoga County will offer ample time to vote prior to Elect ion Day. In addi ti on to no fault 

absentee voting by mail , in-person absentee voti ng in Cuyahoga County will bc availab le 

approxi mately 40-hours-per-week for those who wish to complete in-person absentee ballots. 
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