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6119.31, and 6119.32, to enact new sections

3509.07 and 3511.09 and sections 125.042,

3501.012, 3501.40, 3503.141, 3503.142, 3503.191,

3503.20, 3503.22, 3505.331, 3507.01, 3507.02,

3507.03, 3509.10, 3511.021, 3511.041, 3511.14, and

3599.30, and to repeal sections 3503.18, 3503.33,

3505.19, 3505.22, 3506.13, 3509.022, 3509.07,

3511.07, 3511.09, 3511.12, and 3513.20 of the

Revised Code to revise the Election Law.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 133.06, 133.18, 302.03, 302.09,

303.11, 303.12, 303.25, 305.02, 305.31, 306.32, 306.321, 306.70,

306.71, 307.676, 307.677, 307.695, 307.697, 307.791, 307.94,

307.95, 322.02, 322.021, 324.02, 324.021, 345.03, 351.26, 503.02,

503.161, 503.24, 503.41, 504.01, 504.03, 505.13, 505.14, 511.01,

511.22, 511.27, 511.28, 511.33, 511.34, 513.06, 513.13, 513.18,

517.05, 519.11, 519.12, 519.25, 705.01, 707.21, 709.29, 709.39,

709.45, 709.462, 709.48, 709.50, 715.69, 715.691, 715.70, 715.71,

715.77, 718.01, 718.09, 718.10, 731.03, 731.28, 731.29, 733.09,

733.261, 733.262, 733.31, 733.48, 749.021, 755.01, 757.02, 759.25,

1515.28, 1545.21, 1545.36, 1711.30, 1901.07, 1901.10, 1901.31,

1907.13, 2101.43, 2301.02, 3311.053, 3311.059, 3311.21, 3311.213,

3311.22, 3311.231, 3311.25, 3311.26, 3311.37, 3311.38, 3311.50,

3311.73, 3316.08, 3318.06, 3318.061, 3318.361, 3354.12, 3355.02,
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Sec. 3507.02. Except as otherwise provided in this section,

if a board of elections conducts an election by mail, the board

shall mail an absent voter's ballot application on or before the

forty-fifth day before the day of the election, to each qualified

elector of the county who is entitled to vote on the office,

question, or issue certified for placement on the ballot. A board

of elections shall not mail an absent voter's ballot application

to an elector under this section if the elector has previously

submitted an application for annual absent voter's ballot for that

year and instead shall mail absent voter's ballots for the

election by mail to such an elector.
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Sec. 3507.03. If a board of elections conducts an election by

mail, the board shall open its office from 6:30 a.m. until 7:30

p.m. on the day of the election to allow qualified voters to vote

in person and to receive completed absent voter's ballots. The

board shall place a notice at all polling places in the

jurisdiction in which the election by mail is being conducted that

were used at the last regular state election stating the location

of the office of the board of elections, that absent voter's

ballots may be delivered to the office of the board of elections,

and that absent voter's ballots may be cast in person at the

office of the board of elections from 6:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m. No

other polling places shall be open on the day of the election

conducted as an election by mail.
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Sec. 3509.01. (A) The board of elections of each county shall

provide absent voter's ballots for use at every primary and

general election, or special election to be held on the day

specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code

for the holding of a primary election, designated by the general
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assembly for the purpose of submitting constitutional amendments

proposed by the general assembly to the voters of the state. Those

ballots shall be the same size, shall be printed on the same kind

of paper, and shall be in the same form as has been approved for

use at the election for which those ballots are to be voted;

except that, in counties using marking devices, ballot cards may

be used for absent voter's ballots, and those absent voters shall

be instructed to record the vote in the manner provided on the

ballot cards. In counties where punch card ballots are used, those

absent voters shall be instructed to examine their marked ballot

cards and to remove any chads that remain partially attached to

them before returning them to election officials. The secretary of

state shall prescribe uniform standards for absent voter's ballot

materials, forms, and content. The boards of elections shall

adhere to the standards prescribed by the secretary of state in

preparing absent voter's ballots under this chapter.
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(B) The rotation of names of candidates and questions and

issues shall be substantially complied with on absent voter's

ballots, within the limitation of time allotted. Those ballots

shall be designated as "Absent Voter's Ballots." and Except as

otherwise provided in division (D) of this section, those ballots

shall be printed and ready for use as follows:
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(1) For overseas voters and absent uniformed services voters

eligible to vote under the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens

Absentee Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C.

1973ff, et seq., as amended, ballots shall be printed and ready

for use on the thirty-fifth forty-fifth day before the day of the

election, except that those ballots shall be printed and ready for

use on the twenty-fifth day before the day of a presidential

primary election;
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(2) For all voters, other than overseas voters and absent

uniformed services voters, who are applying to vote absent voter's
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ballots, ballots shall be printed and ready for use beginning on

the twenty-eighth day before the day of the election and shall

continue to be available for use through noon on the last Monday

before the day of the election.
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(C) Absent voter's ballots provided for use at a general or

primary election, or special election to be held on the day

specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code

for the holding of a primary election, designated by the general

assembly for the purpose of submitting constitutional amendments

proposed by the general assembly to the voters of the state, shall

include only those questions, issues, and candidacies that have

been lawfully ordered submitted to the electors voting at that

election.
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(D) Absent voter's ballots for special elections held on days

other than the day on which general or primary elections are held

shall be ready for use as many days before the day of the election

as reasonably possible under the laws governing the holding of

that special election.
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(E) A copy of the absent voter's ballots shall be forwarded

by the director of the board in each county to the secretary of

state at least twenty-five days before the election.
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14680

As used in this section, "chad" and "punch card ballot" have

the same meanings as in section 3506.16 of the Revised Code.

14681

14682

Sec. 3509.02. (A) Any qualified elector may vote by absent

voter's ballots at an election.
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(B) Any qualified elector who is unable to appear at the

office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to division (C)

of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated

another location one or more other locations in the county at

which registered electors may vote, at that such other location on
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